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I actually graduated high school and started college at T.U. First mistake was going to
work at KWGS-FM Radio station there on campus. GET THIS!! The pay was $0.75 per
hour! May of 57, I got a full time gig at KVOO Radio. The pay was so good ($1.35/hr), I
thought they made a mistake) Spent several years there and at KVOO-TV (both were
engineering related jobs.

When I learned that the draft board was breathing hard on my heels,(late 1960) I decided
to become a draft dodger. I beat them at their own game, I enlisted in the Air Force
January 15, 1961! They never figured it out! Went through over a year of electronics tech
school and got sent to Kaiserslautern, Germany stationed at Siegelbach Comm. Center as a
crypto equipment operator and repairman. We actually got to build the crypto center,
which was a very large operation, one of only 10 major centers in the world at that time.
The place is now a huge truck stop!

Got out of the AF in January of 65, got engaged to a lovely young lady. Betty and I were
married in late Feb. of ’65. We have been married for almost 41 years; have a daughter, a
son, 6 granddaughters and one great granddaughter.

After getting married at a “real Polish wedding” in Chicago, we traveled to Quincy, IL.
where I started working for Gates Radio Co. After 2 ½ years of messing up incoming
orders for broadcast equipment, I was summarily thrown out of the office into field sales in
Wisconsin. Spent about 20 years with Harris and two other companies selling Radio
Broadcast Equipment. Eventually got wrapped up in broadcast engineering and have been
running a “contract engineering” business for about 20 years. I have had the pleasure and
satisfaction of building a number of broadcast facilities over the years. We have lived in
Racine, WI, 4 blocks west of “the big pond” since 1969.

Betty and I officially retired in 2003, but I just can’t stop working and grow into the
furniture. I still do engineering work at 9 stations, help out on three others, and work with
a broadcast engineering firm on numerous types of projects. I did have to get a new T-
shirt which reads, “I’m Bob, I’m retired, but I’m still working part time as a pain in the
butt”.

And now for the commercials-after all, I am a broadcaster.

Racine is home of Johnson Wax, and the world famous O & H Bakery. Their specialty is a
Danish pastry called “KRINGLE”. You can buy it on-line at: ohdanishbakery.com

Why should I be the only one overweight?? They have about 18 different ones available at
the store, and at least ten on-line. The cherry cheese is to die for! Pecan is unbelievably
rich, and the cranberry has a nice tart flavor. Also before I forget, if you ever come to
Wisconsin, the EAA museum in Oshkosh, WI is a “WORLD CLASS AVIATION
MUSEUM” worthy of a visit.

Hope to see many of you at the reunion. gorjance@execpc.com - Bob
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