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Fred . . .
I graduated from Cornell University with a BChe in 1961, and received an MBA in 1968
from St. Louis University. I was married to my wife Ginny immediately after graduation
from Cornell, but we waited about three weeks before starting our family. We now have
four children, all happily married, and 5+ grandkids and two step grandkids. I spent two
years in the US Navy after Cornell and then worked for Monsanto for 15 years before
moving to Fort Wayne in 1978 to work for an agribusiness company named Central Soya.
That was a great job, President of the Food Group and Executive VP of the corporation,
until the company was taken over by Roy Disney (Walt's brother) and his fellow raiders. At
that point I was given the opportunity to depart along with every other person who reported
to the CEO. And I managed a few local businesses after that. I have been an activist in
the community supporting causes in the arts, education and housing. I received a
Sagamore of the Wabash award from the Governor of Indiana, and, more importantly, was
made an Honorary African American by the Director of the Fort Wayne African/African
American Museum. I have served as Chair of several state and local boards. I believe that
the most interesting conversation of my life occurred last month with my old college
roommate, Sam Bodman, who is now the Secretary of Energy in the Bush Administration.
In about a one hour chat we talked about all sorts of things, but his answer to the question
"How is it working for George W.?" is was what made the conversation so memorable.
Sam said that President Bush is the best manager that he has ever worked for, and the
reason that he is so good is that he is so bright and so well read. And the conversation
surrounding that statement took about 30 minutes, way too long for this little piece, but all
of this has made even my staunchest Democratic friends feel better about Mr. Bush.

There. I bet all that won't fit on one page.

Ginny Clark, Will Clark and Don Milsten taken June 2005


